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iRECOMMEND

1 IN THIS ISSUE: We thank you, our
readers, for all your responses on the

selfie with your favourite books and the 4-
step recipe. Thank you for sending poems
and articles. Keep sharing. READ ON PAGE 2 

2HAVE YOU LOGGED IN AND REGISTERED ON THE
WEBSITE? If not, go to www.toistudent.com and

do so now! There are exclusive excerpts of books you
have always wanted to read. And many DIYs for you to
learn from. Go online and explore more 

3HAVE VIDEOS TO SHARE? SEND US
ONLINE Calling all students, teachers,

principals and educators to send us short
and clear videos on how to make learning
fun. Send videos to timesnie175@gmail.com 

NASA has developed a video game
where players can identify and cate-
gorise corals from 3D images while
virtually travelling the ocean. This
user input will then help NASA build a
global coral map. By playing the game
“NeMO-Net”, the public will help train
a supercomputer to recognise coral
reefs from the surrounding elements.

EXPLORE

LEARN FILMMAKING IN 40 DAYS:
Film historian and filmmaker Mark
Cousins, who wrote and directed the
2011 documentary film ‘The story of
film: an odyssey,’ has created a
visual-essay style that aims to
teach the basics of film in 40 days.
How: The two-hour session is made
available free on vimeo.

Now might be a good time to break
old habits and start new ones. For
those lucky to have some outdoor
space, why don’t you start compost-
ing? Composting at home enriches
your soil and absorbs water. Where
to learn: There are many compost-
ing videos on YouTube.

DISCOVER: 

LEARN COMPOSTING
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As a young researcher in the late
1980s, Michael Kinch wanted to
solve the biggest medical puzzle

of the day: how to design an HIV vaccine.
But dozens of well-funded labs were at-
tacking the problem, a solution seemed
easily within reach, and Kinch moved on.
More than 30 years and 30 million deaths
later, there’s still no approved HIV vac-
cine - a cautionary tale for anyone ex-
pecting a coronavirus vaccine within the
next year, according to Kinch, a former
drug developer who’s now associate vice
chancellor at Washington University in
St. Louis. 

“There’s a built-in assumption that
there will be a vaccine,” Kinch said. Most
vaccines go through years of tests before
they hit the market; 12 to 18 months would
be extraordinarily fast.

A coronavirus vaccine in 18
months? Expert urges reality check

Why is this
important?
According to experts, it is
extremely rare for fin
whales to be spotted at
such close quarters in the
reserve’s waters as they
are usually found in deep-
er Mediterranean waters.
However, the lockdown-
driven freeze on maritime
traffic and other activities
including  water sports
and fishing has resulted
in many marine species
exploring those peaceful
shores. According to Di-
dier Reault, who heads
the Calanques nation-
al park board, “It is
clear that the lock-
down of humans is
helping nature and
biodiversity redis-
cover their natural
spaces.”

Whales capture
carbon

1According to
an in-depth

piece in the Sci-
entific American,
whales facilitate carbon absorp-
tion in two ways. When they move
around in the ocean, and especially when

they dive, they push
nutrients from the
bottom of the ocean
to the surface, that
feeds (and boosts
the growth of) phy-
toplankton and oth-
er carbon-absorbing
marine flora. 

2The other, as ex-
plained in the ar-

ticle is by producing
fecal plumes aka
whale poop which is
full of nitrogen,
phosphorus, and
iron that also cre-
ates marine plants
which use photo-
synthesis, which ab-
sorbs carbon also.

And that's
not all
According to
National Geo-
graphic, great

whales, includ-
ing baleen and

sperm whales,
store tons of carbon

in their giant bodies.
When a whale dies, its

carcass sinks to the bot-
tom of the ocean and all

that stored carbon is out of
the atmospheric cycle for hun-

dreds of years!

nitya.shukla@timesgroup.com

With humans locked inside their
homes, we’ve seen multiple reports
of wild animals roaming  freely dur-

ing the coronavirus lockdown, including the
whales. A maritime patrol recently filmed two  rare
fin whales off coast of Marseille, France. The pair
of fin whales was found frolicking in the waters off
the Calanques national park, a protected reserve

next to locked-down port city
of Marseille.

1 Fin whales are a HUGE!  They can weigh as
much as 70 tons and grow past 20 metre

in length.

2 A 2010 study found that the 12,000 whales in
the Southern Ocean draw 200,000 tons of

carbon out of the atmosphere each year by stimulat-
ing phytoplankton growth and death through their
iron-rich defecations.

The ministry of tourism has recently
launched the ‘Dekho Apna Desh’ webi-
nar series. The ministry said the webi-

nar series will provide information on the
many destinations and the ‘depth’ and ‘ex-
panse’ of the culture and heritage of India.
The first webinar touched upon the history of
Delhi and was titled ‘ City of Cities - Delhi’s
Personal Diary’. The ministry said owing to
COVID-19, tourism is hugely impacted with no
domestic or international movement. But ow-
ing to technology, it is possible to visit places
and destinations virtually and plan travels for
a later date.Tourism minister Prahlad Singh
Patel said the series of webinars shall be an
on-going feature and the ministry would work
towards showcasing the diverse and remark-
able history and culture of India including its

monuments, cuisine, arts, dance forms. natu-
ral landscapes, festivals and many other as-
pects of the rich Indian civilisation.

Ministry of Tourism launches
“DEKHO APNA DESH” webinars

Cricket in front of empty
stands came up for dis-
cussion between Aus-

tralian off-spinner Nathan Lyon
and pacer Mitchell Starc with
both wondering how Indian cap-
tain Virat Kohli would adapt to
such an atmosphere if their Test
series this year is held without
fans. India are set to play a four-
match Test series in Australia
later this year. But with the
COVID-19 pandemic wreaking
havoc, speculation is rife that
the games could be held behind
closed doors. This led Lyon and
teammate Mitchell Starc to dis-
cuss how Kohli’s on-field de-
meanour would change without
the backing and noise of the
crowd, something the Indian
captain thrives on. “He’s prob-
ably good enough to adapt to any
scenario. But I was talking to
Mitch Starc the other day and

we actually said that if we
are playing with no
crowd, it’ll be amaz-
ing to see Virat trying to rev
up the (empty) seats,”
Lyon was quoted as say-
ing by ‘cricket.com.au’. 

Will be interesting to see KOHLI
ADAPT TO EMPTY STADIUMS: Lyon

The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education, CBSE
along with Fit India Mission

will be beginning Live fitness ses-
sions for the school-go-

ing children from
April 15. The ses-
sions would be
streamed on the

YouTube channel
of Fit India. The

CBSE Board has recently released
a circular stating the school must
also invest some time in the overall
well being of the students rather
than just taking online classes. It is
equally important to allocate time
in their physical, emotional and
mental well being at home during
the lockdown period. In a letter ad-
dressed to all school principals, the
CBSE Board informed that all the
live sessions will be downloadable
and would be made available in
video capsules to the children that
can be disseminated later. 

The Fit India Mission would
be releasing 5 sessions for 5 min-
utes each. These will be released
during the breaks of the online
sessions that the students would
be taking during this period.

CBSE collaborates with Fit India Mission to
stream live fitness sessions for school children

PROJECT WITH A CAUSE

➤ The World Health
Organisation (WHO) and 50
other organisations,includ-
ing United Nations
Children’s Fund have
released a storybook for
kids on COVID-19. The book
titled 'My Hero is You: How

Kids Can Fight COVID-19.'
➤ The book has been written
and elaborated by Helen
Patuck. The work is based on
inputs the author received
from more than 1700 chil-
dren, caregivers, parents and
teachers from all around the

world about how they are coping
with the pandemic.
➤ It is targetted at children 
in the age group 6-11 years. The
book has been translated into 6
languages and has been
launched currently as an online
product and audiobook.
➤ This book is meant for pro-
viding mental, health and psy-
chosocial support in emer-
gency settings, states a news
release by WHO.
➤ The book through a fantasy
creature Ario, explains to chil-
dren how they can protect them-
selves and their loved ones from
the infectious virus - Covid-19. 

WWHHEERREE  TTOO:: The book can be
downloaded from WHO's official
website - who.int

YYOOUURR  TTAAKKEE:: Share your thoughts
on timesnie175@gmail.com 

ragini.bharadwaj@

timesgroup.com

When the world is
making an all-out
effort to deal with

the deadly coronavirus, stu-
dents of class IX at Ma-
haraja Agrasen Vidyalaya,
Ahmedabad, are contribut-
ing in their own little way to
deal with the pandemic.
They are making and dis-
tributing masks under the
Sewa project since April 2.  

COVID – 19 has created
a global crisis and its
transmission is easy
through droplets generated
when an infected person
coughs or sneezes. Covering
the nose and mouth with a
mask can check the spread
of the virus. This under-
standing has urged students
to engage in making and dis-
tributing masks to people
around them daily. 

The school provided them
with guidance and all 120 stu-

dents were given the addi-
tional responsibility of ex-
plaining the significance of
wearing the mask.

“The process of making
the mask was easy and in-
teresting. You require only a
piece of cloth and a strip of
elastic. Items are easily avail-
able at home,” said Ashly Ja-
cob, a student. Her batch
mate, Riddhi Chaukhani
adds, “the activity enabled us
to utilise our time positively
during lockdown and made
us more aware of the pre-
ventive measures against this
pandemic.” She has distrib-
uted these masks to the se-
curity personnel of her soci-
ety and is now planning to
cater to the needs of the
cleaning staff. “We have mo-
tivated the students and now
they are making masks and
distributing to the society
staff, senior citizens, veg-
etable vendors among oth-
er,”said Seema Gupta,
teacher-in-charge.

NEW ON THE BLOCK

WHO’s children’s
book on COVID-19

COOK WITH MICHELIN-STARRED
CHEF MASSIMO BOTTURA: The
michelin-starred Italian chef
has opened his kitchen to
share simple recipes with his
new cooking show on
Instagram, aptly called
‘Kitchen Quarantine’. Watch
and learn over the weekend.

ONE WORLD ONE HOPE

https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home.aspx


02 “Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”
GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET ACTIVITY

LAVANYA, Class X, School:
The gurukul sector 20, pkl

MADHAV KRISHNA, class
VII, The Oxford School,

Thiruvanathapuram

GURKEERAT KAUR, VIII, La Martiniere Girls
College, Lucknow

JAYA AGARWAL, Class X-B, Sherwood
convent school, Gurgaon

SHIVANI, class X, AKSIPS School,
Sector 65, Mohali

Imagine if you could enter a world of witches and
friendly demons, of magical rings and huge palaces -
wouldn’t we all love that right now? We can still do it!
How? Through books we can travel to another world in
a jiffy. There are a lot of authors who have the poten-
tial to transport you but I think author CS Lewis
does it best in his ‘The Chronicles of Narnia’. 
ANAYA JHA, class V, National public school,
Kadugudi, Bengaluru 

My favourite book is ‘Magic Of The Lost Temple’
by Sudha Murthy. In these lockdown days, I
explored the book written by the author. The
novel had a vacation feel to it. It was almost as
if I was travelling through those pages. The story
had many real life lessons and explored the beau-
ty of relationships in a village set-up. My

favourite character was Nooni.  
NEERAD P, IV A, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Pangode
Trivandrum

CHOCO LAVA CAKE
1. Mix 2 bars of melted Dairy Milk with 1 tablespoon of milk in a bowl 
2. Grind some Oreo biscuits with some milk. 
3. Pour the Oreo mixture in a cup. Put a spoon
of the Dairy Milk in the centre and cover it
with the Oreo mixture.
4. Put the cup in a preheated  oven at 180°
for 5 mins. The Choco Lava Cake is ready.
Bon Appétit.
SHLLOK TAHILIANI, Class VIII, Trinity

International School, Sion, Mumbai - 22,

Maharashtra

ICE CREAM
STEP1:  Take 600ml cream
(chilled) in a bowl
STEP 2:  Whisk it with a
beater till fluffy for
atleast 8-9 mins.
STEP 3: Add 400g
milkmaid and 2 tsp
vanilla essence.
STEP 4:

Refrigerate overnight and enjoy
yummy chilled icecream
Note: you may add choco chips,
sprinkles, and gems or tutty

fruity as per your choice

ANANYA GARG, Class VE,

Rukmini Devi Public

School, Pitampura,

Delhi

‘The Fault In Our Stars' is a fantastically
brilliant novel which deals with dying and
surviving the death of a loved one. The emo-
tions are very strong and deep. It takes time to
understand these complex emotions. There is a
deep message for everyone - that death is finality.
That it is inevitable and one should deal with it. The
book had many heart warming moments too. 

TWINKLE GUPTA, Going to class X, Ramjas Public School
(Day Boarding), New Delhi

My favourite book is ‘Unfriended’ by
Rachel Vail. I received it as a gift

because I relate to the protagonist who
deals with popularity in her own special way

in high school. The book completely changed
my perspective. I deal with each problem head-

on to this day.

NEHA VARADHARAJAN, Class 9, The Orbis School
Keshavnagar 

FUN-ZONE

S.F. AND COMIC KIDS

FAMILY CIRCUS

THEY SAID IT
“The most successful men in
the end are those whose suc-
cess is the result of 

steady accretion.”
Alexander Graham Bell

“The charm of history and its enig-
matic lesson consist in the fact that,
from age to age, nothing changes and
yet everything is 
completely different.”
Aldous Huxley

WUZZLES

IDENTIFY

THE PERSONALITY
Fans took Twitter by
storm to back India's
cricket world cup-winning
captain _______ recently. 

Answer:M S Dhoni

Q.1) Which guided rocket system
was launched for Odisha coast?

A. Agni B. Pinaka
C. Akash D. Naag

Q.2) Which IIT institute started
‘Vastu Shastra’ 
classes for architecture 
students?
A. IIT Kharagpur B. IIT Delhi
C. IIT Mumbai D. IIT Madras

Q.3) When is International
Holocaust Remembrance Day

observed? 
A. January 5  B. January 10
C. January 27 D. January 29

Q.4) Which female cricketer
received the 2019 CK Nayudu
Lifetime Award 
of BCCI?

A. Jhulan Goswami B. Anjum
Chopra
C. Mithali Raj 
D. Harmandeep Kaur

Quiz time
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

The German government and regional leaders
have agreed on a plan to phase out coal-fired
power stations by 2038.

1. B) Pinaka2. A) IIT Kharagpur 3.
C) January 27 4. B) Anjum Chopra

A N S W E R S

I love to read books of detectives and super
heroes. Sherlock Holmes. by Sir Arthur Conan

Doyle is my all-time favourite. 
The stories are intriguing and the twists are

very exciting. No one can ever guess who
the murderer really is until the mystery is solved. I don’t

think there can be a better writer than Doyle when it
comes to mysteries. 

Hritik Kailash, class VI, Air Force School

TestTheTestt

ANSWERS
1. B 2. B3. C

4. B  5. C 6. A
7. A

Q1: My sister _____ play tennis
now.

A: can to 
B: can
C: will can

Q2: I _____ walk when I was
less than a year old.

A: can B: could C: have can

Q3: I’ll ________ help you
later.

A: can B: could

C: be able to

Q4: Will people ________ live
forever one day?

A: could be B: be able to
C: could be able to

Q5: My grandfather ________
walk without any help

last night.
A: can B: could C: was able to

Q6: _____ you tell me what
time it is, please?

A: could
B: can
C: will

Q7: Can you help me? I
________ never under-

stand this.
A: can   
B: cannot

C: am able to   


